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London Docks have also been the cause of a large number of miserable houses being puDed
down and of the streets being widened. One of these fires, the most extensive of them all
happened on the 13 July 1794, it consumed upwards of 600 houses and cleared a large
space which was soon afterwards built upon in a much better manner than before, as well
in respect of the houses being of bricks, as of the widening of the streets Sec. causing a
great improvement in that neighbourhood-----
'No place has perhaps undergone a more complete change than Wapping.... From dirt
and filth and rubbish and old miserable houses and noise and tumult and riot, drunkenness
and obscenity to the state which has been mentioned. . .. Rosemary Lane and its con-
tinuation are the least improved, but still there are very considerable improvements. In
these leading streets I carefully observed the children and can safely say they are equal,
and in many respects superior, to the children of tradesmen in much more wealthy
neighbourhoods west of Cornhill within my memory/ (Add. MSS. 27828, fo. 120.) See
also note 134, Chapter 6.
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